
 

How to participate 
before the meeting 

starts. 
When and where 
are the meetings? 

Heath Hayes 
and 

Wimblebury 
Parish Council 

 

The Council has set 
aside the first 30 minutes 

for the public 
1. Any resident can speak in the 

Public Participation Session. 
This can be to make a 

statement or to ask a question. 
The resident must first be 

invited to speak by the Chair. 

 

2. Residents will be invited to 
give their name and address 

prior to speaking. 

 

3. Residents must address their 
comments to the Chair and not 
any members of the audience. 

 

4. Residents are welcome to 
stay and watch the Council 
meeting, but by law, cannot 

participate during the meeting. 

The Council usually meets on 
the first Wednesday of the 
month at the Hayes Green 
Community Centre, Heath 

Way, Heath Hayes. 

 

The Council does not meet in 
August. 

All meetings start at 7.30pm 
and the first 30 minutes are set 

aside for public questions.  Public 
Participation 

Policy 

� � 
� � 

How to participate in the 
public session before the 

Council meeting 

Details of all meetings can 
be found on our website 
www.hhwcouncil.com  

 and on Facebook 



 
 

Q&A 

What you can expect from your Council? 

The Council wishes to encourage the public to attend. Agendas are posted on the noticeboards and 
website. Information is also on Facebook. 

As a general rule, all Council meetings are open to the public, however, from time to time, 
confidential items have to be discussed in which case the press and public are excluded in accordance with 
the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. This power is only used when necessary and the 
minutes will be open to the public after the meeting. 

 

The Chair will take requests to speak from electors of the parish and their elected representatives on 
any agenda item during public participation, at the discretion of the Chair. 

Other members of the public can speak about an agenda item during public participation at the 
discretion of the Chair. 

 

Public participation will be limited to a maximum of five minutes per speaker addressed to the Chair. 
The Chair may curtail any speech (for example, if inappropriate language is used or if the subject matter is 
not applicable to the Council. 

 

Answers may take the form of a direct verbal response, reference to a publication or a written answer 
after the meeting. 

Please turn your mobile phones to silent so that the meeting is not disturbed by messaging or texting 
sounds. 

 

Why 30 minutes? 

This was felt to be the correct 
amount of time to discuss any issue 
not on the agenda.  

Should any further discussion be 
needed, it can be entered on the 
agenda for a future meeting. 

Why not deal with it that 
night? 

It could be that the Council cannot 
legally deal with the matter raised 
unless it has been entered as required 
on an agenda.  

This then advertises the issue to all 
the residents and Councillors and 
allows any interested party to 
investigate the matter and for the 
Council to obtain all the relevant 
information which is then reported to 
the Council prior to the meeting. 

If there is a request for action by the 
Council, this will invariably need to 
be placed on a future agenda so the 
best course of action is to tell the 
Council of your request in order that 
the matter can be entered on the 
agenda and the information provided 
to the Council to enable a decision to 
be made. 


