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1.00  Introduction.
1.01   Horizon Cremation intend building a new 
generation of community based crematorium 
that will offer high levels of care in attractive, 
modern buildings set in sensitively landscaped 
surroundings.

1.02   The first of these has recently been 
opened in Scotland, to the South West of 
Glasgow, and further facilities are planned in 
England, Wales and Scotland.

1.03   Each crematorium is individually de-
signed to meet the demands and constraints 
of the specific site and all buildings will meet 
the highest environmental standards. Buildings 
are designed to be sympathetic to their envi-
rons and care is taken to integrate them into 
beautiful landscaped settings making the most 
of the existing landforms whilst also creating 
contemplative memorial gardens.

1.04   Cannock Chase does not have a cre-
matorium and residents in the area are forced 
to travel to Stafford, Streetly, Bushbury or, 
occasionally, Lichfield. In addition to the travel 
distances there is often a lengthy wait for a 
funeral service.

Clyde Coast and Garnock Valley Crematorium

Cannock Crematorium Site Location

Clyde Coast and Garnock Valley Crematorium - Main Hall



2.00  Site Assessment and 
Evaluation
2.01   The site chosen, after careful considera-
tion and research, is on the edge of Cannock, 
adjacent to Five Ways Roundabout, bounded 
on the north by Cannock Road and on the 
west by Norton Road. It extends to 4 hectares 
in total with the bulk of the land being north of 
a Haul Road which runs north to west through 
the site.

2.02   The open cast mine, Bleak House Col-
liery, was situated to the north of Cannock 
Road and ceased work in 2000 when the land 
was reinstated to its current condition.

2.03   This site is part of this former colliery 
lands and through it the coal was taken from 
the mine to transportation yards along the 
Haul Road. The site has now lain vacant and 
untended for some years. As a result the land 
has returned to nature with established lines 
of mature trees framing the boundaries and 
large areas of wind sown saplings, shrubs and 
natural grasslands.

2.04   These mature tree lines and large over-
grown areas will conceal the area being de-
veloped from the adjacent roads. It should be 
noted that only 10% of the overall site will be 
developed whilst the remainder will be green 
and largely left in its original natural condition 
with a landscape and ecology management 
plan in place to both retain and improve all 
aspects of the site.

2.05   The south of the site is partially bounded 
by Haul Road which runs adjacent to the site 
linking the lands to both the north of Cannock 
Road and to the west of Norton Road. A further 
section of land sits south of this road through 
which the proposed access road runs.

2.06   The site has a central basin area with 
the ground sloping up to the west, north and 
east. A small watercourse enters the site from 
across Cannock Road and runs through this 
depression forming a natural wetland.

2.07   Further south are more redundant col-
liery grounds where there were an array of 
colliery buildings which have influenced the 
design for this application.

2.08   Planning Permission has been granted 
for a cemetery on this easterly area of land 
and both our site and the proposed cemetery 
will share an access from Norton Road.

View into site from Haul Road. Haul Road. View over existing woodland to crematorium site.

Site location in detail.



3.00  Location
3.01   The location of all crematorium buildings 
is covered by legislation, the Cremation Act of 
1902. This requires the main building to be set 
200 yards from the nearest residential build-
ings and 50 yards from the nearest highway. 

3.02   Whilst this sets positioning parameters 
the area so defined, in this case, is also the 
most suitable in terms of retaining the major-
ity of the natural ecology and landscape whilst 
providing the building with views over the 
wetlands, proposed Memorial gardens and the 
natural grasslands and trees beyond.

3.03   In this position the buildings are also 
screened from the traffic on both Cannock and 
Norton Roads, the play area in Hayes Park 
and the few residential buildings in the area. 



4.00  Design Proposals
4.01   As described earlier, the existing topog-
raphy and ecology of the site together with the 
requirements of the Cremation Act, set param-
eters for the siting of the building.

4.02   In this case these constraints have 
proved a positive in locating the majority of 
building and parking in areas of the site with 
little impact on the existing ecology.

4.03   It will be necessary to remove small 
areas of saplings and shrubs on the southern 
edge of the site bounding Haul Road, on the 
northern edge for car parking and on the west 
for pedestrian access from the bus stop on 
Norton Road. 

4.04   The building and car parking will be 
screened from the existing roads by the exist-
ing, mature tree belts and will gradually open 
up to view as the visitor moves through the 
site.

4.05   The crematorium buildings should, by 
their design, be seen as significant build-
ings which can be identified by an individual 
style. Our methodology has been to take a 
modern approach to the solution. Historically, 
crematorium buildings, have been seen as an 
extension to or another form of ecclesiastical 
building and thus bring a sombre tone and 
atmosphere to the service provided.

Block Plan



4.00  Design Proposals cont.
4.06   As society has moved on families are 
now looking more to celebrate the life of their 
departed relatives and the new generation of 
crematorium buildings should reflect this and 
provide a suitably uplifting space in which to 
bid farewell to their loved ones.

4.07   The function of the crematorium build-
ings naturally form three elements, the recep-
tion and waiting room, the ceremony hall and 
the cremator room and associated offices.

4.08   These three elements have been vis-
ibly expressed by mono-pitch roofed sections 
linked by connecting flat roofed spaces provid-
ing ancillary accommodation.

4.09   The mono-pitch design reflects an 
industrial aesthetic relating to the past heritage 
of the locality whilst giving natural, even north 
light to all three spaces. Each segment will 
have an increased roof pitch which both re-
flects the internal spatial requirements but also 
signifies the hierarchy of each internal use.

4.10   The lowest pitched building, the recep-
tion/waiting room, will create a welcoming and 
more intimate space, with the lower ceiling 
profile not dominating this space. Windows will 
be placed eccentrically to bring interest to the 
room and make it less domestic in design. En-
trances to this building are positioned to make 
them readily accessible and obvious from both 
the car park and pedestrian ways together with 
providing easy, covered, access to the cer-
emony hall.

4.11   The central building, the ceremony hall, 
will have a higher pitched roof, reflecting the 
significance of the function within this build-
ing. This higher ceiling height will provide a 
fitting solemnity to the space and the more 
ordered north lights flood the space with an 
even, non glaring daylight. A large, west facing 
window will provide views over the wet lands 
and memorial gardens to the natural grassland 
and trees beyond, This window will form the 
back drop to the bier and coffin and create an 
attractive and contemplative backdrop.

Elevations as Proposed



4.00  Design Proposals cont.
4.12   The third building, containing the crema-
tor equipment and administrative functions, 
requires the highest roof line to provide the 
necessary volume for the equipment. Given 
this roof height it was logical to make use of 
a portion to provide upper floor staff space 
to minimise the developable area. Windows 
and doors here will reflect the more organised 
spaces within. This building, including the cre-
mator flue, will be 10 metres tall at its highest 
point thus being lower than the surrounding 
tree canopies.

4.13   The external materials chosen to finish 
the buildings were selected to reflect the in-
dustrial heritage of the area whilst also taking 
account of the semi rural nature of the site.

4.14   The buildings will be set on a plinth of 
smooth, red/brown facing brick which was 
prevalent on the colliery buildings on the 
nearby open cast site. The upper section of 
the walls will be finished in larch cladding 
which will weather naturally to a silver/grey 
tone and this in turn is a reflection of the more 
rural setting . 

4.15   The surround to the large west facing 
window to the ceremony hall together with fea-
ture panels on the elevations will be finished in 
Corten steel, a pre-weathered steel cladding, 
which reflects both the tones and finish of both 
the corrugated sheeting and rusting rail tracks 
which were present during the open cast min-
ing period. Indeed the steel cladding will also 
reflect the earth tones which were very much 
part of the shale deposits excavated during the 
open cast mining and formed a large part of 
the landscape to the north of Cannock Road 
until the mines closed in 2000 and the land 
was remodelled.

4.16   Windows and doors will be powder 
coated aluminium complementing the other ex-
ternal materials whilst the roofs will be finished 
in grey standing seam, insulated panels again 
reflecting the corrugated sheeting with which 
the former colliery buildings were clad.
 
4.17   The port cochere and covered walkways 
will have treated timber and steel supports 
with the walkway roofs being glazed whilst the 
port cochere will have a solid roof. 

Site Cross Sections as Proposed



5.00  Materiality
5.01   External materials have been chosen to reflect 
both the semi-rural nature of the site combined with its 
industrial heritage in relation to the coal mining preva-
lent in the area.

5.02   Natural materials, resin bonded gravel, will be 
used on all access driveways and paths. This is also a 
porous paving adding to the drainage sustainability.

5.03   External materials for the building reflect both 
the natural aspect of the site with extensive use of 
larch cladding on the walls. This timber cladding will 
naturally weather to an attractive silver grey and blend 
with the similar tones in the surrounding tree belts.

5.04   Windows and doors will be in a matching silver 
grey as will the standing seam metal roof panels. The 
smaller areas of linking flat roofs will be finished in 
grey waterproof membranes.

5.05   The main window to the ceremony hall will be 
framed externally in Corten steel cladding as will fea-
ture return panels at the waiting room and administra-
tive entrance. This naturally weathered steel cladding 
with a rust finish is intended to reflect the tones in the 
corrugated sheeting of the older industrial buildings, 
the rusted rail tracks and the extensive shale extrac-
tions associated with the open cast mine.

5.06   By keeping to this restricted palette of materi-
als it is intended that a simple but striking building will 
be created which will reflect both the semi rural and 
industrial natures of the site.

Example image of Corten Steel mixed with Larch Cladding Detail image of Larch Cladding

Detail image of Ibstock Priory Red Multi 65mm Brick.

Kingspan ZIP standing seam roof system in situ.

East Cannock Colliery 1880 Littleton Colliery



6.00  Access
6.01   The site is accessed off Norton Road by way of an 
existing road which has been formed to service the site. 
This access road has obviously been designed and built 
to provide clear visibility and safe access to the entire 
site. 

6.02   Circulation throughout the site has been carefully 
considered to avoid confrontation between vehicles and 
pedestrians.

6.03   An internal avenue will direct visitors towards 
the crematorium building and memorial garden looping 
around the existing trees and taking advantage of the ex-
isting topography. This avenue will be formed in porous 
paving to reduce its visual impact and will be a shared 
surface allowing both vehicles and pedestrians to use 
the same route without the necessity for a more urban 
road and pavement solution.

6.04   The existing Haul Road will provide access to the 
yard for the commercial vehicles keeping them separate 
from the public and funeral traffic.

6.05   Those attending a service within the crematorium 
will be directed to a car park opposite the building and 
there will be parking spaces for the disabled and cel-
ebrant immediately adjacent to the building.

6.06   The funeral cortege will arrive at the main entrance 
under a port cochere and thereafter will wait until the 
service is finished at a separate parking area designated 
for these vehicles.

6.07   In addition to the vehicle access routes there is an 
existing bus stop on Norton Road and pathways through 
the site, linking this with the crematorium buildings, will 
be formed which will also take advantage of the en-
hanced landscaped spaces.

6.08   Pedestrians approaching the building will be of-
fered protection from the elements by covered access 
routes from both the car park and pedestrian pathways. 
Once the service is complete those attending will depart 
the ceremony hall by a separate route taking direct cov-
ered access to the car park thus avoiding cross over with 
the next service.

6.09   Both the access avenue and pathways will be lit 
by low voltage bollard lights which will mark the routes to 
the building and car parking area. This lighting will be low 
intensity and not create any significant light pollution.

6.10   The buildings will be covered by CCTV cameras 
externally and internally giving security throughout the 
development. In addition the building will have a compre-
hensive fire alarm and control system with the crema-
tion equipment being monitored 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week. This fire alarm is linked back to the local fire 
authority. There will also be a full intruder alarm system 
which is again linked back to the local police station.

Access Diagram



7.00  Environment 
7.01   The development of the proposed crematorium will be car-
ried out with respect for the existing ecology and careful manage-
ment of the lands will safeguard the current habitats whilst pro-
moting further diversity.

7.02   The construction will have minimum impact on the site and 
it is intended that all excavated materials will be used to augment 
the existing natural land forms. The total site extends to 4.86 hec-
tares whilst the developed area (buildings and carpark) will cover 
less than 10% of this area.

7.03   The building will be constructed from natural and re-cycled  
materials where possible and, where possible, will be obtained 
from managed sources.

7.04   Drainage of the building and site will be fully considered 
and sustainable with roads and paths being constructed from po-
rous paving and this, together with roof drainage, will be taken to 
the existing water course and supplement the existing flow to the 
wetland thus providing an enhanced habitat for existing biodiver-
sity.

7.05   The cremation equipment is state of the art and consists of 
four main components, the cremator, abatement system, cremula-
tor and heat recovery system. The equipment will comply, in all 
respects, with the Requirements of Process Guidance Note 5/2 
(12), Statutory Guidance For Crematoria’s issued by DEFRA.

7.06   The cremator is served by natural gas and efficiently 
reduces the coffin to ashes. During this process the abatement 
system injects minerals into the combustion gases to deal with 
all hazardous materials. The resultant hazardous materials are 
further filtered and collected securely before safe disposal. 

7.07   The ashes are then gathered in the cremulator where they 
are decanted. Metals are 
recycled and income from this is in turn given to local charities. 

7.08   The other main piece of equipment is a heat dissipation and 
recovery system whereby the hot gases from the cremator are 
transferred to the waste boiler and the heat produced can be used 
within the buildings rather than being dissipated to the atmos-
phere by way of blast chillers. 

7.09   During the entire process there is no hazardous emission to 
the atmosphere being primarily steam with all ash and associated 
materials contained within the cremator and associated equip-
ment. As noted above, all hazardous materials are specifically 
dealt with in the process and safely dealt with to ensure that there 
are no environmental or ecological issues.

7.10   Wherever possible heat recycling will be used in the build-
ing, recovery from the cremator equipment and also from ventila-
tion systems will help to reduce the power/heating requirements. 
All lighting will be low energy whilst sanitary ware will be dual 
flush to improve efficiency.

7.11   The mono-pitch roof profiles, with the sloping roofs facing 
due south, also provide an ideal base for the installation of solar 
energy cells and these will be fitted to provide energy for the 
building with the excess being returned to the National Grid.
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8.00  Landscape and Ecology

8.01   Our landscape architect and ecologists have given 
due consideration to the existing land forms, ecology and 
biodiversity on site and their approach to the design has 
been to minimise the impact on its natural characteristics 
and ecology.

8.02   Full landscape and ecological reports will be provided 
which will detail their approach and solutions.

8.03   Minimal intervention is proposed with hedgerows pro-
viding definition and enclosure to spaces whilst also provid-
ing further habitats for wildlife.

8.04   Minimal tree loss is proposed and restricted to areas 
allowing the building to be sited at the required, statutory 
distances from housing and roadways whilst also providing 
service access from the adjacent Haul Road, for the extent 
of car parking area and to allow the provision of a footpath 
from the bus stop on Norton Road.

Landscaping Proposals

Detail Resin Bonded Surface / DrivewayPhotograph - Resin Bonded Surface / Driveway Bollard Example

Bollard Example
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Bollard Example

8.00  Landscape and Ecology cont.

8.05 Development and landscape design concept
 
Landscape strategy

The development proposal is shown in the Indicative Masterplan (see Figure 
12 Indicative Masterplan and images from the Design and Access Statement 
(DAS)).  The plan and  DAS drawings show a proposal for a crematorium 
building that comprises a reception and waiting room, a ceremony hall and 
a cremator room with offices in a restrained but contemporary building that 
uses materials to reflect the area’s industrial heritage.  The building has 
three segments that each have a mono-pitch roof; and the arrangement of 
these components is intended to combine ease of movement, externally 
and internally, with a coherent sequence of spaces and views that make the 
building a discreet form in a landscape that creates gardens and function-
ing external spaces around the curtilage of the building, while retaining the 
wider, naturally regenerating grassland and woodlands  landscape of the 
site.  The Design and Access Statement demonstrates that the building has 
the following positive architectural features:

* The reception and waiting room is the north most segment of the build-
ing and closest to the car park and entrance road and footpaths; the visible 
elevation from the north is patterned with a distinctive distribution of windows 
to break the façade and create internal light pools;

* The central building, containing the ceremony hall, has a higher pitched 
roof and a striking, large west facing window to allow extensive views of the 
adjacent landscape, including wetland, a memorial garden and perimeter 
trees – the view is part of the ambience to the room;
* Finally, the third building, containing the cremator and administrative func-
tions, has the highest roofline; this has been designed to accommodate the 
cremator flue and create first floor offices that minimise the development 
footprint:
* Materials and colours have been chosen to blend with the natural colour of 
the site and include Corten (a pre-weathered steel cladding),timber cladding, 
silver grey powder coated aluminium windows and doors, grey standing 
seam roofing and treated timber for the port cochere and covered walkways.

The siting of the building has been determined by reference to the require-
ments of the Cremation Act of 1902 that requires the main building to be set 
200 yards from the nearest house and 50 yards from the nearest highway.  
This defined an area in the eastern part of the site, with a bias away from the 
line of the A5190.  Thereafter, the location was determined to avoid the line 
of the watercourse that runs through the site, while allowing the opportunity 
for a service access from the existing Coal Haulage Road, and minimising 
woodland loss.  Aspect was determined by the wish to have the Ceremony 
Hall looking towards the west and into the core of the site’s landscape.  
Given these parameters, there could be no other position for the building.

Access was then determined to be a route from the existing access into the 
site from the line of the B4154 Norton Road/Hednesford Road.  This would re-
quire a spur off the existing track, and the location for this spur was chosen so 
that the line of the access road would affect the minimal area of existing tree, 
scrub and woodland.  The result creates an elegant, curving road into the site, 
with the building revealing itself as one travels along the route.  The access 
road also serves as a dividing line between the core landscape of the crema-
torium and the wider area.  A pedestrian access route links the Crematorium 
with a bus stop on Norton Road.

The landscape strategy comprises two, equally important objectives:
* To create a setting for the building that matches its purpose in the dignity, 
thought and serenity it conveys; and
* To enable the wider site to develop its fullest potential as a site of bio diverse 
value, by management and not by changing its nature.

To those ends, the landscape strategy divides the site between necessary op-
erational areas that include the access road, car park, building curtilage and 
memorial garden, and the wider area of the site in which a planted woodland 
is coming to maturity and a native flora is developing in the areas of grass-
land.  The former is to be designed to make an appropriate pattern of spaces 
in which planting is used to contain or frame views, soften the ground views 
of the building and create a memorial garden through which will run a water-
course with attendant wetland that will be supplemented by a Sustainable Ur-
ban Drainage System (SUDS) swale to trap and filter surface water drainage 
from the road, car park and building.  The latter is to be managed in perpetuity 
so that the emerging biodiversity value of these areas is recognised, support-
ed and fully realised, with only a minimal intervention of necessary footpaths 
and limited planting that is designed to create landscape features that will 
not imperil the management of the existing grass sward, while contributing to 
making the place one with a more distinctive landscape character.

The Landscape Masterplan is shown in Figure 13 Landscape Masterplan.  It 
has the following features:
* The retention of the greater part of the perimeter tree belt, excepting for a 
small area where the building and service yard is located; where possible, lost 
trees will be replaced once construction works have been completed;
* The creation of rural hedgerows to give some spatial definition along the 
vehicular and pedestrian routes;
* Shrub planting to contain ground level views of the car park and define the 
curtilage of the building;
* The retention and management of the existing wetland, with only limited 
planting intervention as agreed with the project ecologist; a board walk will 
be constructed to cross the watercourse and wetland, so that visitors to the 
Crematorium can enjoy this feature without damaging it;
* The introduction of three circular tree rings that will be planted with Silver 
Birch (Betula pendula), which in Celtic mythology symbolises new beginnings 
and protection;
* The introduction of Common Reeds (Phragmites australis) to the SUDs.  

Existing Site

Silver Birch Trees (Betula Pendula) - Symbolic of new beginnings and 
protection

Sorbus aucuparia : The Rowan Tree – symbolic of courage, wisdom and 
protection



8.00  Landscape and Ecology cont.

The Memorial Garden will be a garden dedicated to remembrance and contemplation 
and planted with more ornamental species of trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants.  
To protect the garden from invasion by deer, a ha-ha and hedge will be constructed 
along the outer edge of the garden as it faces the access road.  The Memorial Gar-
den will comprise three distinct spaces:
* A contemplation garden adjacent to the wetland area;
* A separate sealed and contained ashes garden whose construction will prevent any 
movement of material;
* A longer memorial wall garden, planted with grasses and flowering plants for the 
repository of funerary urns. 

Tree, shrub and herbaceous species are to be agreed with the local planning author-
ity, but are likely to include the following species:
* Tree rings and grids: 
 - Betula pendula (Silver birch);
 - Sorbus aucuparia (Rowan);
* Native hedgerows: 
 - Crataegus monogyna (Hawthorn); 
 - Prunus spinosa (Blackthorn); 
 - Rosa canina (Dog rose); 
 - Ilex aquifolium (Holly); 
 - Cornus sanguinea (Dogwood); 
 - Sambucus nigra (Elder); 
 - Viburnum opulus (Guelder rose); 
 - Corylus avellana (Hazel); 
 - Malus sylvestris (Crab apple); 
 - Viburnum lantana (Wayfaring tree); 
 - Euonymous europaeus (Spindle);
 - Lonicera periclymenum (Common honeysuckle); 
* SUDs: 
 - Phragmites australis (Common reed);
* Wetland: 
 - Phragmites australis Common reed);   
 - Caltha palustris (Marsh marigold);
 - Myriophyllum spicatum (Spiked water milfoil); 
 - Ranunculus aquatalis (Common water-crowfoot);
 - Myosotis scorpioides (Water-forget-me-not)
 - Nymphaea alba (Pond water-lily);
* Car parking:
 - Taxus baccata (English yew);
 - Betula pendula (Silver birch);
* Memorial garden and building curtilage
 - Alium sp;
 - Buxus suffruticosa;
 - Calamagrostis x acutiflora “Karl Fooerster”;
 - Cephalaria gigantean;
 - Choisya ternate;
 - Eupatorium purpureum subsp maculatum “Atropureum”;
 - Juniperus sp;
 - Hedera sp;
 - Lavandula angustifolia “Hidcote”;
 - Mahonia “Charity”;
 - Molinia caerulea “Purple Moor Grass”;
 - Pieris Formosa;
 - Polygonum sp;
 - Rosa sp;
 - Sanguisorba canadensis;
 - Thalictrum flavum subsp glaucum;
 - Viburnum plicatum tomentosum “Mariessi”.

Area of Visibility
The area of visibility is defined by the interplay between the proposed buildings of 
the Crematorium and the screening effects of relative topography, existing buildings 
and structures and the surrounding pattern of woodland, tree groups, scrub, indi-
vidual trees and hedgerows.  The area of potential visibility from the construction of 
the Crematorium  as shown in the Indicative Masterplan (see Figure 12 Indicative 
Masterplan) is largely confined to the site itself, with some limited visibility spilling out 
to the A 5190 to the north and to the reclaimed land that lies to the south (see Figure 
13 Approximate Area of Visibility).  This is a small area of visibility and so makes the 
site a discreet location for the Crematorium.

From this area of visibility, we can determine the following:
* The crematorium building will not be visible from any houses in Heath Hayes or 
Norton Canes;
* Views of the building in its landscape setting will be possible from a section of the 
A5190; partially filtered by the existing tree group along the site boundary with this 
road;
* There will be a view of the southern elevation of the building from the Coal Haulage 
Road that lies immediately south of the site;
* There are no public rights of way within 1 kilometre of the site that will have a view 
of the building; and
* There are consequently only very limited views from within the Green Belt and so 
there will be no danger of the development being:
 -  perceived as unrestricted sprawl of the built up area;
 - adding to the merging of neighbouring towns.

The effects of relative topography, woodland, tree and hedgerow cover and the built 
form are such as to effectively screen all but adjacent views of the building.  This 
makes the location for this Crematorium comparatively discreet in terms of the inci-
dence of views.  

Garden spaces formed by ornamental planting around lawns

Boardwalk over wetland to enable controlled public access

Use of architectural planting to building curtilage and car 
parks to form spaces and control views.



9.00  Conclusion
9.01   The proposed crematorium will provide an im-
portant function for the community reducing travel and 
waiting times at a critical and sensitive time for families 
and friends.

9.02   It is intended that by developing this site for a 
crematorium it will transform existing semi derelict land 
into a useful and necessary community facility whilst 
protecting and enhancing the natural assets and wild-
life resources.


